
 
 
 

1 September 2010 
 

STATEMENT 
 

Labor alliance with Greens of concern to independent schools 
 

 
The caretaker Prime Minister, Julia Gillard, and the Australian Greens today announced that they 
have reached a formal agreement which would ensure supply to a Labor Government in the House 
of Representatives and the Senate.  The agreement (copy attached) contains a wide range of 
policies and issues that the parties will work together on but makes no mention of education or 
schools funding policy. 
 
Prior to the federal election the non-government schools sector reached agreement with Labor that it 
would extend the current school funding arrangements by one year and extend the Capital Grants 
program to 2014.  Enacting these decisions requires an Act of Parliament which, should Labor form 
government, may require the support of the Greens in both houses.  It is unclear at this stage 
whether such a Bill would receive this support. 
 
The independent schools sector is currently making representations to the caretaker Government to 
ensure that the agreed extension to the funding arrangements will go ahead despite the pact made 
today with the Greens, in light of the Greens’ well documented attitude to the funding of non-
government schools. 
 
The AIS has previously sent to you material which outlines some of the education and school 
funding policies of the Australian Greens.  These include their intention to: 
 

• end the current non-government school funding arrangements by the end of 2010, 
• end funding to the ‘very wealthiest private schools’, 
• return the total level of funding for all non-government schools to the 2003-04 levels 

o this means that independent schools would receive at least $1,000 less per student 
than current rates, with that figure considerably higher for most schools,  and 

• restrict the development of ‘new private schools’. 
 
The Greens education policies, if used as a bargaining tool with the Government, could have a 
disastrous impact on independent schools. 
 
We call on the Labor Party to honour their agreement with the non-government schools sector and 
for the Greens to put sensible policy before ideology and consider the effect that their current 
education policies would have on more than one-third of all Australian students and their families. 
 
 
For further information contact Malcolm Hunt on 0412 885 136 
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