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Monday, 20 June 2022 The State Library of NSW

#AISNSWEng

8.30am
Registration 
Please enter the State Library via 1 Shakespeare Place

9.00am
On Such a Full Sea - Welcome
Meaghan Hird, English Consultant, AISNSW

9.10am
Keynote: Living Waters: Reading to Write and Writing to Read
Dr Joshua Lobb, University of Wollongong

10.15am Pauline Fitzgerald, Manager of Learning Services, The State Library of NSW

10.30am MORNING TEA

10.50am WORKSHOPS - SESSION ONE

Collaboration and Innovation: A Mutually Beneficial 
Relationship in the English Classroom 
Lauren Walsh, Kambala

Dancing to the Compass Points – writing about 
place, a Year 10 creative writing unit
Nina Cook, Kate O’Connor, SCEGGS Darlinghurst

11.45am WORKSHOPS - SESSION TWO

Dropping Anchor: A Visible Approach to Teaching 
Writing
Chris Breheny, Reddam House

Charting a Course: developing Character within 
and outside of the text
Edwina O’Brien, Pymble Ladies’ College

12.40pm LUNCH

1.20pm WORKSHOPS - SESSION THREE

Sydney Theatre Company: Ways into Teaching 
Drama in the Stage 4 and 5 English Classroom
Kelly Young, Sydney Theatre Company

Navigating the Backward Design of Module C: 
Links between Years 10, 11, and 12
Adam Myers, Stephen Henriques, Cranbrook

2.15pm
Keynote: Staying on Course with Module C - The Craft of Writing
Jane Stocks, NESA, Senior English Subject Matter Expert - Curriculum Standards

2.45pm
Taking the current when it serves: Empowering English Teachers 
Meaghan Hird, AISNSW English Consultant

3.00pm Evaluation and close
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Dr Joshua Lobb teaches Creative Writing at the University 
of Wollongong. At the English conference Dr Lobb will 
explore writing and climate change and why it is important 
to include texts with contemporary issues for engaging 
and inspiring our students. His stories have appeared in 
The Bridport Prize Anthology, Best Australian Stories, 
Animal Studies Journal, Griffith Review, Island, Plumwood 
Mountain, Text and Southerly. His ‘novel in stories’ about 
grief and climate change, The Flight of Birds (Sydney 
University Press, 2019) was shortlisted for the 2019 
Readings Prize for New Australian Fiction and the 2020 
Mascara Literary Review Avant Garde Awards for Best 
Fiction. He is also part of the multi-authored project, 
100 Atmospheres: Studies in Scale and Wonder (Open 
Humanities Press, 2019). 
 
The Sydney University Press is giving Conference attendees 
a 20% discount on Dr Lobb’s novel, The Flight of Birds 
until Friday, 1 July 2022. Enter the code AISNSW2022 
at the checkout: https://sydneyuniversitypress.com.au/
products/106775
 
This discount is also available for the Sydney University 
Press’ Sydney Studies in Australia Literature series: https://
sydneyuniversitypress.com.au/collections/series-sydney-
studies-in-australian-literature

Dr Joshua Lobb
Senior Lecturer: Creative 
Writing Education Leader
(School of the Arts, English 
and Media)

What’s new at the State Library!

learning.library@sl.nsw.gov.au
Phone 9273 1778

Pauline Fitzgerald
Manager of Learning 
Services, The State Library 
of NSW
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Collaboration and Innovation: A Mutually Beneficial 
Relationship in the English Classroom 

In 2019, we determined that our faculty goal was to 
model collaborative practices and inspire courageous 
learning. In order to achieve this, it required structural 
changes to the department, a rethinking of pedagogy and 
an open-mind to innovative practices in the classroom. 
In this session, I will share these practical strategies for 
implementing change in a department (from a HOD and 
teacher perspective) and how to develop scopes that 
embed innovative practices in the senior classroom. I will 
also provide detailed lesson sequences, the impact of this 
approach on student learning (with the added bonus of 
increased work-life balance).

Lauren Walsh 
Head of Department: 
English (Kambala)

Dancing to the compass points – writing about place, a 
Year 10 creative writing unit

To help students respond perceptively to texts through 
their own considered and thoughtful writing and judicious 
reflection on their skills and knowledge as writers we 
have developed a unit that aims to help students make 
the connection between how they read, how they write 
and how they reflect upon this. This unit requires students 
to explore how our relationship to place has shifted as 
the world has changed. Through encountering a variety 
of literary extracts students investigate how various 
characters relate to place in the modern world. This 
includes the opportunity to listen to indigenous voices 
and to hear the way migrant stories have shaped and 
are shaping our notion of place. It also asks students to 
consider how our perception of place has shifted as we live 
in the digital world and how we inhabit environments such 
as the workplace. Through composing and responding 
to a wide range of texts, students may find themselves 
challenging preconceived ideas about our world and our 
relationship to it.

Dr Nina Cook and 
Kate O’Connor
(SCEGGS Darlinghurst)
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Character: Charting a Course - developing Character 
within and outside of the text

We are all afloat on a roiling sea of change and uncertainty. 
But as teachers of English, we can help steer the ship.  It 
can be contended that it is through a personal engagement 
with literature that young people can learn to navigate 
such a full sea. This seminar will look at how Character 
is created; but also, the role that Character plays in our 
literary studies, and how a focus on Character in the 
classroom can teach and impact the whole person.   Using 
a variety of texts as springboards, we will look at how a 
student’s personal identification with characters, and their 
judgements about the character’s morality, can develop 
their own moral and ethical self. Teaching literature, then, 
becomes a way of enculturation; and learning it; a way of 
charting and navigating the world.

Edwina O’Brien
English Teacher and 
Aboriginal Studies Teacher 
(Pymble Ladies’ College)

Dropping Anchor: A Visible Approach to Teaching Writing

This presentation will guide teachers through a 
pedagogical approach to teaching writing that is concrete, 
visible, interactive and highly effective. Beginning with 
the essential ‘subject-predicate’ sentence structure, this 
process systematically breaks down the mechanics of 
language in a manner that is visible and accessible for 
students. We will look at how we can use the ‘subject-
predicate’ sentence structure as the platform from which 
we can develop the students’ capacity to manipulate this 
scaffold and create multiclause sentences with detailed 
and insightful analysis. This involves modelling both the 
visible actions and the underlying cognitive processes 
by narrating students through our thinking as we 
experiment with different verbs, structures and ideas. This 
approach has achieved significant success in improving 
learning outcomes and it also builds a high performance 
relationship between the student and teacher predicated 
on high-expectations, competence, trust and credibility.

Chris Breheny
Head of English 
(Reddam House)
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Navigating the Backward Design of Mod C: Links 
between Years 10, 11, and 12

After periods of Distance Learning and modified 
assessment regimes over the past two years, gaps have 
appeared. Gaps in the quality of students’ reading. Gaps 
in the quality of students’ writing. Gaps in the quality of 
students’ explicit knowledge of linguistic and structural 
features of texts. These gaps are particularly noticeable in 
the leap between Years 10 and 11. Using incrementally more 
challenging tasks and backward design principles, Stephen 
and Adam map a course toward Mod C in Year 12. They 
will outline approaches to enhancing students’ learning 
by having a writing portfolio in Year 10 that dovetails with 
explicit, structured writing exercises in the Year 11 Reading 
to Write module. Ideally, to shore-up students’ knowledge, 
help them build bridges to new ways of representing 
ideas and, if they slip-in, help them navigate to a firmer 
understanding of what is expected in Module C.

Stephen Henriques 
and Adam Myers
Head of English; English 
Teacher (Cranbrook)

Ways into Teaching Drama in the Stage 4 and 5 
English Classroom

Presented by the STC Education Manager, Kelly Young, this 
workshop will be focused on exploring new texts for Stage 
4 and 5 Drama in the English classroom. This workshop 
will have a focus on Drama pedagogical approaches 
that will offer engaging approaches to explore Drama 
texts, particularly at the beginning of a unit of study. The 
presenter will use a range of Drama strategies to facilitate 
teacher confidence in working with scripts and model 
approaches that might be used in the classroom.

Kelly Young
Education Officer (Sydney 
Theatre Company)
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Staying on course with Module C - The Craft of Writing

Module C was designed to give teachers and students 30 
hours to spend on writing as a craft. Four years into the 
new syllabus is the intent of this module still at the centre 
of teaching and learning or is it necessary to reflect on how 
we are navigating this module?

Jane Stocks
Senior English Subject 
Matter Expert | Curriculum 
Standards (NSW 
Education Standards 
Authority (NESA))

Closing address: On Such a Full Sea

‘On such a full sea are we now afloat; 
And we must take the current when it serves,
Or lose our ventures.’ 
(Shakespeare, Julius Caesar, IV.III)

English teachers and leaders often feel like they are 
navigating a full sea, with the ripples of change a regular 
feature of school life. In 2022 the AISNSW English 
Conference will explore our theme, On Such a Full Sea 
from different perspectives. English teachers are charting 
a course through new ways of perceiving their subject, 
changing curriculum, and the impact of remote learning. 
Each wave of change requires a reconsideration of what is 
taught, how it is taught, and what students learn.

Meaghan Hird
English Consultant 
(Association of Independent 
Schools, NSW)


