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Dear [Participant name],  

I wish to invite you to participate in our research project, described below. 

 

My name is Dr Elisabeth Betlem and I am part of a team of researchers from the 

School of Education at the University of New England.  The research team includes 

Dr Ingrid Harrington and Dr Cat Volpe. 

 

Research Project Teachers’ experiences during the COVID-19 pandemic: Impact on 

Identity This research aims to explore teachers’ experiences of having to 

abandon the traditional classroom for home-based teaching during 

COVID-19’s period of rapid and unprecedented change. 

Aim of the 

Research 

 

We are interested in how this change impacted on you, how you see 

yourself as an educator, how you understood your teaching, what you 

did to teach, and how you related to others (students, parents, 

colleagues and school management) while working from home during 

this time. We would also like to explore some of the conditions which 

enabled or constrained your teaching during this time. For example, we 

will ask you to consider the workspace you created for yourself, extra 

allowances provided for costs of working from home, communication 

with students, parents, school management and to share your emotions 

associated with these changes at the time.  

Digital Narrative 
Participants are asked to construct a PhotoVoice digital narrative which is 

a visual / verbal story created through video or photographs.  For those 

who choose to use photographs, it is essential to have an accompanying 

verbal/written story about the images (an instruction guide is included 

with this information sheet).  However, if you are visually impaired you 

may wish to construct a verbal recording of your reflections. 

It will take about 30 minutes to construct the digital narrative which will be 

submitted to a research data collection portal established as a ‘drop 

folder’ on the lead researcher’s Cloud.UNE account by an agreed date.  

It is important that selected photographs NOT have people in them. 



Confidentiality The privacy, anonymity and confidentiality of all participants will be 

protected by the use of pseudonyms. The researchers may wish to 

anonymously quote your feedback and/or use your photographs/videos 

in the dissemination of results in future publications. 

Participation is 

Voluntary 

Please understand that your involvement in this study is voluntary and I 

respect your right to stop participating in the study at any time without 

consequence and without needing to provide an explanation. 

Use of Information The information gathered during the project may be used in academic 

journal articles and conference presentations.  At all times, we will 

safeguard your identity by presenting the information in a way that 

prevents you from being identified. 

Upsetting Issues It is unlikely that this research will raise any personal or upsetting issues but 

if it does, you may wish to contact Lifeline on 13 11 14.   

 

Storage of 

Information 

All hardcopy notes will be stored in a locked cabinet in my office at the 

University of New England’s School of Education. Any electronic data will 

be kept on cloud.une.edu.au, UNE’s centrally managed cloud server 

managed by the research team. It will also be kept on a password 

protected computer in the same location.  Only the research team will 

have access to the data. 

 

Disposal of 

Information 

All the data collected in this research will be kept for a minimum of five 

years after completing data collection, after which it will be disposed of 

by deleting relevant computer files, and destroying or shredding 

hardcopy materials. 

 

Approval 
This project has been approved by the Human Research Ethics 

Committee of the University of New England (Approval No. HE20-151)  
Valid to 16th September 2021. 

Researchers 

Contact Details 

Feel free to contact me with any questions about this research by email 

at ebetlem2@une.edu.au  or by phone on 67733975. 

You may also contact the co-researchers from the School of Education: 

Email: iharring@une.edu.au, Ph: 02 6773 5068 or cvolpe@une.edu.au, Ph 

02 6773 1976. 

Complaints 
Should you have any complaints concerning the manner in which this 

research is conducted, please contact: 

Mrs Jo-Ann Sozou 

Research Ethics Officer  

Research Services 

mailto:ebetlem@une.edu.au
mailto:iharring@une.edu.au
mailto:cvolpe@une.edu.au


University of New England    

Armidale, NSW  2351 

Tel: (02) 6773 3449   

Email: humanethics@une.edu.au 

 Thank you for considering this request, and I look forward to further 

contact with you. 

 

Regards,     

Dr Elisabeth Betlem 
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