
 
 

Invitation for your school to participate in research 

Project: Gender Matters: Changing Gender Equity Policies and Practices in Australian Secondary 
Schooling 
 
Project Summary: This research is being conducted by Associate Professor Susanne Gannon and 
Professor Kerry Robinson, and Doctoral candidate Prue Adams, from Western Sydney University 
(WSU) and is funded by an Australian Research Council Discovery grant. The research aims to address 
the current gap that exists in policy and practice around gender and gender-based issues. A key 
component of the research is investigating young people's experiences of gender-related issues 
through the accounts of recent school leavers and current secondary school students through creative 
arts-based methods. 

You are being invited to contribute to Phase 3 of the research. This phase which will examine how 
gender is shaping the lived experience of Year 11 students in four case study secondary schools. It will 
also seek the perspectives of school executives and teachers from these schools. Your school may also 
opt to  
 
What does participation involve? 
The researchers are mindful of the multiple and often competing demands on schools. Accordingly, the 
methodology has been designed to cause minimal disruption to schools, while ensuring students have 
sufficient time to develop skills and engage with issues in a meaningful way. You may decide that the 
college can participate in interviews and focus groups only, or you may wish to offer the additional film 
making workshop creative component to a small number of year 11 students. The researchers will also 
offer a workshop on gender issues in schooling to staff if requested.  
 
Participation in this research study will include: 

- Initial presentation: at a staff meeting to explain the purpose of the research and identify how 
school policy responds to gendered issues,  

- Teacher / executive interviews: interviews with school executive (principal, deputy principal) and 
three teachers.  

- Student focus groups: Focus group interviews with 6-10 Year 11 students  

- Student workshops (selected schools): Film making workshops with Year 11 students, to plan 
and create their responses to artefacts produced by university students and their perspectives on 
gender  (5 x 1-2 hours, or equivalent as negotiated) 

- Final presentation: Report on findings. 
 
What benefits will I, and/or the broader community, receive for participating? 
This research provides an opportunity to focus directly on gender-related issues and practices which - 
although they have been prominent in the past - have more recently tended to be subsumed into 
broader policies such as well-being and anti-bullying.  
 
For participating secondary school students, the research affords them the opportunity to have direct 
input into debates about whether, and under what conditions, gender remains a useful way to think 
about educational equity. Students will contribute resources that may be used in their own school and 
other schools in the future. Further, students will develop film-making skills through their participation in 
the project.  
 



 

Participating teachers and school executive will have the opportunity to evaluate the extent to which 
gender issues may impact on current policies and practices within the school, including student well-
being and inclusion. 
 
Schools will be reimbursed for teacher time, including collaborative planning and participation in 
interviews. Three days of teacher relief will be provided to each participating school. 
 
Will the study involve any risk or discomfort for me? If so, what will be done to rectify it? 
Potential discomfort through the research activities has been addressed through risk management 
mitigation strategies.  Risks of identification of school, executive, teachers and students will be 
addressed by use of pseudonyms in any published materials.  
 
How do you intend to publish or disseminate the results? 
It is anticipated that the results of this research study will be published and/or presented in a variety of 
forums including peer reviewed journals and conference presentations. The doctoral candidate will 
publish a doctoral thesis based on the filmmaking workshop with school students. In any publication 
and/or presentation, information will be provided in such a way that the participant cannot be identified. 
It is also anticipated that resource materials informed by key findings will be developed for use in 
Australian secondary schools.  
 
How will the data and information provided be stored? 

Data will be stored in secure storage via an online portal at Cloudstor. Data will be de-identified by 
substituting pseudonyms for participants and schools and removing any potentially identifying details. At 
closure of the project, unidentifiable data will be stored in the WSU Data archive linked to Research 
Data Australia/ AARNET. All data gathering and storage tools are Australian owned and hosted and 
subject to Australian legal frameworks.   
 
Will the data and information that I have provided be disposed of? 
No. All data will be used as per WSU’s Open Access Policy. This means that data collected from this 
study can be made available online and world-wide in perpetuity to researchers working in the field of 
English education and the teaching of writing. All identifying details will be removed from the data 
before it is made available. 
 
Can I withdraw from the study? 
Participation in the case study is entirely voluntary and neither your school nor participating executive 
staff, teachers or students are obliged to be involved. 

If your school, executive staff, teachers or students do opt in to participate, you can withdraw at any 
time without giving reason. 

If your school, executive staff, teachers or students do choose to withdraw, their comments will remain 
as part of the larger conversation up until that point, with their confidentiality and anonymity assured. 
 
Do you have ethics approval? 
The study is funded by the Australian Research Council and has been approved by the Western 
Sydney University Human Research Ethics Committee (Approval H13308). 
 
What if I require further information? 
Please contact Associate Professor Susanne Gannon should you wish to discuss the research further 
before deciding whether or not to participate. 

Ph: 02 47360292 or 0438786150; Email: S.Gannon@westernsydney.edu.au 

mailto:S.Gannon@westernsydney.edu.au


 

You can also find further information at the project website:  
https://aem.westernsydney.edu.au/gender-matters.html 
 
What if I have a complaint? 
If you have any complaints or reservations about the ethical conduct of this research, you may contact 
the Ethics Committee through Research Engagement, Development and Innovation (REDI) on Tel +61 
2 4736 0229 or email humanethics@westernsydney.edu.au 

https://aem.westernsydney.edu.au/gender-matters.html
mailto:humanethics@westernsydney.edu.au

