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W H O PART I C IPATE D?

48%

1876

73%
are female

have more than 20 years
teaching experience

educators

31%

48%

16%

are principals

are teachers

are administrators

95%

26%

work in primary
and secondary
schools

work in rural,
remote and
regional schools

Y OUN G P EO P LE A R E N O T W HO THEY US ED TO B E
There is increasing anxiety among students, some cases are
severe. Twenty-five years ago, this was very rare, with one or two
students in an entire school suffering anxiety. Now it is common to have
several students with depression and anxiety in every year group.

Australian classrooms are becoming more
complex places to teach and learn.
In the last 3-5 years, students with:

Emotional
challenges
have increased

Social
challenges
have increased

Behaviour
problems
have increased

Cognitive
challenges
have increased

94%

93%

93%

84%

Our statistical analysis suggests that students with emotional challenges are the most
likely to have a somewhat or significantly decreased readiness to learn.

Student characteristics over the last 3-5 years

Social challenges
Cognitive challenges
Require gifted
and talented
support

English as a
Second Language
Emotional challenges
Require behaviour
support
Financial disadvantage

New to Australia

The numbers of students with difficulties has increased
noticeably across all fields (cognitive, emotional, social,
behavioural). Students appear to have more difficulty
concentrating, making connections, learning with enthusiasm,
increasing boredom in school (even when the content and
teaching style has not changed significantly).

T H E N EW DI GITAL DIVIDE
%

3 in 5

=
+

+

+

+
Educators believe that students
living in poverty, as well as
male students, are most
severely negatively impacted by
the explosion of technology.

believe technology is
positively impacting the
learning experience for
students with disabilities.

83%

+

34%

believe that students’
socio-economic circumstances
has at least some impact on
their access to technology they
need for learning in school.

have observed that children
living in poverty have had less
access to technology than
their more well-resourced
peers.
The students I work with have
disabilities, so often have little
understanding. Technology helps keep
them focused, as it interests them.

43% believe the

impact is considerable.

There is a disparity between the students with access some students cannot afford the latest devices and internet
access and this poses challenges when schools
increasingly expect them to access online resources.

T EC H N OLOG Y AS A TOOL

43%

believe that digital
technologies enhance their
teaching and learning activities,
rather than detract.

68%

believe that opportunities to facilitate
inquiry-based learning are enhanced
by technology.

Student reporting has
been improved for
over half of educators.

I use technology
to enhance
student work, not
generate it.
- Australia educator

There are clear benefits
reported, like teachers
using technology to
provide access to a
variety of learning
resources.

These examples provided by educators were
innovative, diverse, inspiring and collaborative.
Recording reading
sessions and
watching them back
to improve reading.

Year One students’
ability to use the
Stop Motion app to
create a simple
movie after only one
demonstration.

Pre-primary students
engaging and skilfully
using the Bloxels app
to build a game.

A group of students
used google slides for a
team project at home
and during school
showing team work and
individual accountability.

Educators are integrating digital
technologies in diverse ways,
but always with student learning
at the centre of mind.

The students made a
podcast using
multimedia technology.
It was useful for
students with learning
disabilities.

4 in 5 of Australian educators
frequently find students
multi-tasking with technology.

A D O UB LE- EDGE D DIGITAL SWO RD

84%

Educators used terms such as:

of educators
in Australia believe that
digital technologies are a
growing distraction in
the learning environment.

obsessive
distractibility

absent minded

compulsive

time wasting

addiction

oppositional

anger

violent

when describing their observations of students
and reactions to having devices removed.

78%
78%

say that
students' abilities to focus
on educational tasks has
decreased.

60%

have noticed a
decrease in student
empathy.

Two-thirds

have
noted declining levels
of physical activity.

Two-thirds

of Australian educators
believe the number of
children arriving at school
tired has increased.

have observed a
decreased level of
homework completion
on time.

The use of digital technologies
in the classroom poses
management issues for educators.

Another said...

One negative is students
flipping between screens to
try and hide what other
things they may be doing
other than classwork. It
makes it much harder for
the teacher to see who is
off task with digital
technologies.

An educator said...

Despite the growth in the
number of apps that can
be used to create online
content, many students
are just passive content
users.

An educator discussed...
Almost all educators
noted increases in
the prevalence of
bullying and online
harassment.

The bullying through social media
and having to deal with it when it
comes to school the next day
after kids have copped it until
midnight the night before.

What is going on outside the school gate.
An educator said...
I am surprised at the
tolerance of parents in
regards to how much
time the students spend
on devices, regardless
of the activity.

Some educators expressed
concerns about the use of
digital devices outside of
school, and the lack of
parental control being
exercised, even with very
young children.

One educator commented that her year 1/2
students are sneaking out of bed to play
games during the night and their parents
aren't even aware.

E DUC ATOR US E O F TEC H N O LO G Y A ND S C H O O L P O L I C I E S

2 in 3

say technology is a growing
distraction in their life.

89%

24%

aged 25 or younger agreed
that digital technology poses
an increasing distraction.

felt they were addicted to
digital technology, and this
number increased to 61%
aged 25 or younger.

These results indicate that younger educators are most
at risk of the negative effects of technology overuse.

53%

of schools within this sample
have 'Bring Your Own Device
(BYOD) policies.
BYOD

95%

of schools have policies
governing smartphone use,
and these mostly restrict
the use of smartphones
while at school.

82%

of responding educators
found it difficult to manage
phone use by students.

