
HIGHLIGHTS

 Independent schools are increasingly the first choice for Kindergarten in NSW, being the only school sector to 
increase Kindergarten enrolments in 2019.

 Kindergarten enrolments increased by 3.6% from 2018 to 2019.

 The majority (78%) of the increase in Kindergarten students were girls. 

 Anglican, Islamic and low socio-economic schools had the largest increases in Kindergarten enrolments.

 Areas in NSW with the largest Kindergarten increases were in South-western Sydney, the Central Coast, and the 

New England region.

ENROLMENT GROWTH
Kindergarten enrolments continue to increase in the NSW Independent schools’ sector. Enrolments increased by 362 
students, or 3.6% from 2018 to 2019. This percentage growth is similar to the 3.8% increase recorded in the previous 
year. The 11,320 Kindergarten students enrolled in 2019 is the largest number to have ever been educated in NSW 
Independent schools. 

Fifty years ago, there were just 1,577 Kindergarten students in NSW Independent schools–one seventh of 2019 
Kindergarten enrolments. From the early 1980s Kindergarten enrolments began to steadily increase, and in just the last 
fifteen years have grown by 30% (+2,628). No other education sector in NSW had Kindergarten enrolment growth in 2019.
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This increase in Kindergarten enrolments is both 
significant and sustained, and notably larger than in other 
sectors. Some of this is due to school-age population 
growth, however, other factors contribute. Increases are 
also the result of new schools being established, and 
existing schools extending grade options to include 
Kindergarten and sometimes Early Learning Centres. More 
broadly, K-12 schools are responsible for educating the 
majority of Kindergarten students in Independent schools, 
and the growth in these enrolments. This reflects the 
integrated whole of school experience offered by many 
Independent schools, whereby students are educated from 
Kindergarten through to the completion of their secondary 
education.
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MORE GIRLS THAN BOYS
Over half of NSW Independent schools educating Kindergarten students increased enrolments in 2019. The majority of 
this increase were girls (78%). However, in non-metropolitan Sydney, this was more marked where the increase in the 

number of girls was 94%. In 2019 girls comprised 50.8% of Kindergarten students, an increase from 49.9% in 2018.

LOCATION
Nearly one-third (32%) of the 2019 Independent schools’ Kindergarten enrolment growth took place in schools outside 
of Sydney. This means that 27% of the sector’s Kindergarten students are educated outside of the capital city.  Areas 
with the largest increases are in south-western Sydney, the Central Coast, and the New England and North West region.
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Changes in Kindergarten 
enrolments is the net change 
of all Independent schools 
located in the ABS’ Statistical 
Area Level 4.

SCHOOL CHOICE
Kindergarten enrolment growth in the sector is the result of parents increasingly choosing Independent schools of 
different religious affiliations and educational philosophies. The largest increases in 2019 were in Anglican schools  
(+150 students), and Islamic schools (+128 students). 

Over the past decade Kindergarten enrolments have 
increased significantly in Islamic schools (+689), 
Anglican schools (+484), Christian schools (+349), 
non-denominational schools (+390), and Seventh-day 
Adventist schools (+140). In 2019, the largest percentages 
of NSW Independent schools’ Kindergarten students are in 
Anglican (24%), Islamic (16%), non-denominational (13%), 
Christian (12%), and Seventh-day Adventist (5%) schools. 

Low socio-economic schools had the largest increase  
in Kindergarten enrolments (+233), while higher  
socio-economic schools had a decrease by 75 students 
from 2018 to 2019.
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Kindergarten is the first year of compulsory schooling. It is known as Kindergarten (NSW, ACT), Prep (Vic, Qld, Tas), Pre-primary (WA), 
Reception (SA), Transition (NT).

Independent Catholic schools are included in these statistics since 1974, following establishment of Catholic Education Commission, NSW.

Low socio-economic schools are school with the Australian Government Socio-Economic Status score below 95. High are those with a 
score above 114.

Sources: ABS Schools Australia 2019 and earlier years, and Non Government Schools Censuses (unpublished).

Visit The Evidence Institute website for more information about NSW Independent schools
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https://www.aisnsw.edu.au/school-leaders/leadership/the-evidence-institute

